
 

 
 
August 25, 2011 
 
Ashlee MacDonald 
Pinal County Planning and Development Department 
P.O. Box 2973 
Florence, AZ 85132 
 
Dear Ms. MacDonald, 
 
Attached to this letter, please find a detailed letter of support from the Superstition Vistas 
Steering Committee for the Superstition Vistas Comprehensive Plan amendment submitted by 
the Arizona State Land Department.  The Steering Committee is made up of a broad based group 
of public and private stakeholders that have been working for many years to develop a vision and 
plan for the Superstition Vistas area that is truly unique, and reflects the goal of balancing 
economic, community and environmental priorities with the best available data and state of the 
art modeling techniques. 
 
As our letter states, the Steering Committee feels strongly that the Superstition Vistas 
Comprehensive Plan amendment is an exciting first step toward the goal of the Steering 
Committee to promote thoughtful, state of the art land use planning and development in this 
important area of Pinal County. We support the amendment as written and our members look 
forward to participating in the public discussion of this amendment over the next several months 
as well as ongoing involvement as the plan evolves with more specificity over the next decades. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Chuck Backus 
Chairman, Superstition Vistas Steering Committee 
 
 
cc.  Mike Hutchinson, Superstition Vistas Project Manager – (602) 363-5033 



 
 
August 25, 2011 
 
Ashlee MacDonald 
Pinal County Planning and Development Department 
P.O. Box 2973 
Florence, AZ 85132 
 
Dear Ms. MacDonald, 
 
Thank you for the chance to participate and provide comments in the 2011 Pinal County 
Comprehensive Plan Major Amendment process.  We appreciate the opportunity to share our 
thoughts and comments regarding the Superstition Vistas Comprehensive Plan amendment that 
has been submitted by the Arizona State Land Department.  As is discussed in the text of the 
amendment, the Superstition Vistas Steering Committee is a broad based group of individuals 
and institutional stakeholders who, over the past seven years, have actively participated in the 
development of a vision and land use plan for the 275 square miles of Arizona State Trust Land 
now known as Superstition Vistas. 
 
The Superstition Vistas Comprehensive Vision and Planning process has been an inclusive, 
collaborative and thorough process. The many private and public stakeholders in the planning 
process have contributed approximately $2,000,000 over the life of the project to insure that a 
comprehensive study would be completed. The Superstition Vistas Steering Committee and the 
project consulting team have remained committed to the concept of developing a vision and plan 
for the Superstition Vistas area that is truly unique and reflects the goal of balancing economic, 
community and environmental priorities with the best available data and state of the art modeling 
techniques.  Additionally, our intent was to develop a planning approach that could serve as a 
model for future Arizona State Land Department planning studies on other property throughout 
Arizona. The process began with values research along with an analysis of the changing 
demographics, housing markets, transportation needs and the potential for economic 
development catalysts in the region. This was supplemented by studies of the environmental 
impacts on the ecosystems in this area along with studies that analyzed the potential for the new 
urban developments in Superstition Vistas to conserve water, energy and to reduce the carbon 
footprint of the future urban developments.   
 
The core part of the visioning process was the development of a series of six scenarios that serve 
as examples of how this vast region might grow and function in the future.  As noted by the 
consulting team in their Final Report, “each scenario represents a distinct development pattern 
that evolves differently based on it land use policies, investment in infrastructure (transportation, 
water supply, utilities, wastewater etc.) and conservation of renewable and non renewable 
resources.”   The next step in the evaluation process involved testing each scenario against a 



number of variables including mobility choices, energy efficiency of building structures and the 
integration of land use and transportation systems. This analysis provided ideas about which 
variables could be adjusted to offer the greatest balance between benefits and costs. 
 
After receiving input from the Steering Committee and the public, the consulting team developed 
a “composite” scenario that included many of the best elements from the other scenarios in terms 
of housing, economic development and transportation strategies.  The composite scenario was 
reviewed and refined to represent a best practices concept for the eventual build out of the area.  
A significant aspect of the consultant’s study was that it reflected the use of the more tightly 
organized grouping of regional centers that are identified in the 2009 Pinal County 
Comprehensive Plan and the amendment currently under consideration. 
 
Throughout the consulting study there was consistent interaction with Pinal County officials 
regarding the development of the scenarios and the final plan.  As the amendment states, when 
the current Pinal County Comprehensive Plan was approved in 2009, it was specifically noted 
that an amendment to the Plan would be processed at the conclusion of the consultant’s planning 
work.  As a Steering Committee, we are pleased that the State Land Department officials have 
incorporated many of the findings of the consultant team into their recently completed 
Conceptual Land Use Plan and the Comprehensive Plan amendment. As noted in the conclusion 
on page 13 of the text of the amendment, this plan is the culmination of years of study.  The 
Steering Committee concurs with the Arizona State Land Department when they suggest that this 
amendment should be considered as the next step in a planning process that is expected to 
continue for a number of years.  The scale and scope of this property will require ongoing 
discussions with the many interested stakeholders and the submission of future amendments to 
refine the land use plan.   
 
The Steering Committee has reviewed and supports the proposed changes to the current 
Comprehensive Plan that are recommended on pages 4 through 6 of the amendment. If a member 
of the Steering Committee has a concern with a specific section of the amendment, it has been 
agreed that they will address that in separate correspondence with Pinal County officials.  The 
Steering Committee strongly concurs with the discussion in the text regarding the results of the 
two ongoing freeway planning studies in Northern Pinal County. The final location of the 
freeway will impact key aspects of the land use plan for Superstition Vistas. The Steering 
Committee agrees with the recommendation to replace the black lines with wide hollow areas.  
Additionally, the steering Committee agrees with including a “potential passenger rail corridor” 
pending the findings of the Intercity Passenger Rail study that is also under way.  The Steering 
Committee has consistently supported the designation of these important corridors so that 
interested parties would be fully aware of potential alignments and that right of way corridors 
can be reserved. 
 
The Steering Committee is also pleased that the amendment is consistent with the current 
Comprehensive Plans Vision components as outlined in pages 7-13.  The consulting team took 
great care to be sensitive and supportive of the vision that was developed and incorporated into 
the 2009 Pinal County Comprehensive Plan.  Like any large committee, the Superstition Vistas 
Steering Committee is a diverse group with strongly held individual notions about the type of 
development appropriate for the Superstition Vistas area.  It is fair to state that while there may 
be minor difference of opinions about specific language in the proposed amendment, the 
members of the Committee are resolute in their desire to be consistent with the Planning 



Guidelines found on page 121 of the current Comprehensive Plan and referenced in the text of 
this amendment. 
 
In the many meetings that transpired in the past many years, the Steering Committee has 
consistently embraced and emphasized the desire to develop a plan that sets a new standard for 
development in Arizona.  The State Conceptual Plan for Superstition Vistas and this amendment 
to the Comprehensive Plan reflect appropriate first steps toward the goal of the Steering 
Committee to promote thoughtful, state of the art land use planning and development in this 
important area of Pinal County. It is our belief that this amendment reflects the Steering 
Committee’s goal to plan an integrated and sustainable development while maximizing financial 
return to the beneficiaries of the Trust.  We support the amendment as written and look forward 
to continuing involvement as the plan evolves with more specificity over the next decades. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Chuck Backus 
Chairman, Superstition Vistas Steering Committee 
     
Superstition Vistas Steering Committee membership 
 
Roc Arnett – East Valley Partnership, President/CEO 
Jason Barney – Pinal Partnership Board of Directors 
Wayne Balmer  - Town of Queen Creek, Planning Manager 
Scott Butler – City of Mesa, Project Manager 
Robert Campbell – Catholic Healthcare West, MD 
Susan Culp – Sonoran Institute, Project Manager 
Mark Eckhoff – Town of Florence, Community Development Director 
Jim Holway – Sonoran Institute, Venture Director 
John Hauskins – Maricopa County, Transportation Director 
George Hoffmann– City of Apache Junction, City Manager 
Craig Jensen –  Banner Health, Systems Director 
Jan Miller – Salt River Project, Manager Strategic Economic Services 
Brad Ross – Resolution Copper Company, Project Manager 
Vice Mayor Scott Somers – City of Mesa 
Sandie Smith – Pinal Partnership, President/CEO 
Brad Steinke – City of Apache Junction, Development Services Director 
Mike Hutchinson – Superstition Vistas, Project Director 
 
Please note that a number of elected and appointed officials from Pinal County and many 
Arizona State Land Department officials have actively participated in the Superstition Vistas 
Visioning and Planning process.  Due to the fact that The Arizona State Land Department is the 
amendment applicant and Pinal County is the reviewing agency, they have not been listed above. 
 


