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Introduction  

This Comprehensive Plan Amendment includes 275 square miles of Arizona State Trust land 

commonly known as Superstition Vistas (the “Property”) located in north central Pinal County. 

See Exhibit A, Regional Context. The site is the largest contiguous parcel of land, near a 

metropolitan area, held in trust by the Arizona State Land Department. The Trust is managed by 

the Arizona State Land Department to maximize revenues for fourteen beneficiaries, the largest 

of which is the common schools.  

A Conceptual Land Use Plan, (See Exhibit B, Conceptual Land Use Plan) was prepared by 

the Arizona State Land Department as a continuing effort of the Superstition Vistas Steering 

Committees’ Visioning and Planning process. The Conceptual Land Use Plan is intended to 

identify a starting point for future development. Planning and development will occur in phases 

towards an ultimate buildout vision that will maximize returns to the beneficiaries and be of 

value to surrounding communities and Arizona. Future planning will address subsequent phases 

of development in more detail with specificity. 

The Superstition Vistas Steering Committee began the planning process with broad input from 

the public and key stakeholders in the community.  Pinal County participated in the process both 

financially and by serving on the Superstition Vistas Steering Committee that is responsible for 

the Final Report and Vision on which this major amendment proposal is based.  The State Land 

Department prepared a Conceptual Land Use Plan based on the work of the Steering 

Committee.  

As envisioned by the Comprehensive Plan adopted in 2009 a Comprehensive Plan Amendment 

that recognizes the work of the committee is requested.  

The Pinal County Comprehensive Plan anticipated an amendment for Superstition Vistas when 

it was adopted in 2009. The Comprehensive Plan states (page 119): 

“The land use and transportation networks depicted in the Comprehensive Plan for Superstition 

Vistas should be considered preliminary and conceptual in nature. It is intended that substantial 

flexibility be retained for the ongoing Superstition Vistas Visioning process to establish a more 

refined land use and transportation networks for the area. For example, areas identified in this 

Plan as vast expanses of residential housing are not intended to be uniform single-use districts. 

The outcome of the Superstition Vistas visioning process will be adopted as an 

amendment to this Plan when completed. It is important to note that the Superstition Vistas 

vision could take over half a century to realize and will need to be flexible to respond to 

changing circumstances.”  This is reiterated in the Comprehensive Plan on page 131 in Policy 

3.6.1.1 which states that the county will “treat the current land use and transportation plan for 

Superstition Vistas as preliminary and conceptual in nature. Work closely with ASLD on the 

integration of the Superstition Vistas vision as an amendment to the Pinal County 

Comprehensive Plan to refine the land use and transportation network for Superstition Vistas.” 



 

Superstition Vistas 2 

 
 

  
Arizona State Land Department   

6/1/2011 

Goals, objectives, policies and guidelines currently in the Comprehensive Plan will continue to 

apply to the Superstition Vistas area. 

The planning area is equal in size to Gilbert, Mesa, Chandler and Tempe combined. It is 

anticipated that Superstition Vistas will develop over the next 100 or more years.  As with any 

large scale planning effort the Pinal County Comprehensive Plan and Conceptual Land Use 

Plan may be revised and amended to reflect future market demand, cultural change and 

technological advances. The Arizona State Land Department will continue to coordinate and 

work with Pinal County, the governing jurisdiction, to coordinate planning efforts. The Arizona 

State Land Department will also coordinate planning for land use and transportation corridors 

with surrounding local jurisdictions, federal and state agencies. 

The History of Superstition Vistas  

In 2003, several organizations came together under the leadership of the East Valley 

Partnership, to form the Superstition Vistas Steering Committee (the “Steering Committee”), 

combining resources to explore the future development potential of Superstition Vistas.  

Superstition Vistas lies within a developing area referred to as a megapolitan. A megapolitan is 

a term used to describe a clustered network of cities whose population is projected to range, 

from about 7 to 63 million by the year 2025. Ten such areas have been identified in the United 

States.  It is anticipated that most of the growth in the United States will occur in these ten areas 

over the next several decades. 

This Arizona megapolitan area, referred to as the Sun Corridor, stretches from Prescott to 

Sierra Vista and the Mexican border.  Development of the Superstition Vistas area will have 

significant impact on the economic, transportation, environmental and social health of the Sun 

Corridor.   

The East Valley Partnership and the Steering Committee selected the land for study because of 

its strategic location between Tucson and Phoenix, its location in the Sun Corridor Megapolitan 

and the large size of the site held under single management.  The Steering Committee 

considered Superstition Vistas a ‘blank slate’ that would enable planners and developers to 

envision new planning possibilities on a grand scale. 

The East Valley Partnership raised funds to retain consultants to study the area. From that point 

forward Superstition Vistas became the subject of a long term land use and transportation 

planning process.  The studies included a Visioning Process, Values Research, White Papers 

covering Land Use, Economics, Energy, Water, Open Space and Transportation, a Scenario 

Report and land use alternatives. 

Pinal County and the communities of Apache Junction, Florence, Mesa and Queen Creek, 

Maricopa County, East Valley Partnership, Pinal Partnership, Salt River Project, Resolution 
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Copper, the Sonoran Institute, the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, Banner Health, and Catholic 

Healthcare West were active participants in the planning effort and formed the Superstition 

Vistas Steering Committee. As the trustee for the land comprising Superstition Vistas, the 

Arizona State Land Department has a vested interest in the planning of this land.  

 What is Arizona State Trust Land? 

The land referred to as Superstition Vistas is held in trust for 14 beneficiaries and managed by 

the Arizona State Land Department to maximize revenue for the beneficiaries.  The Arizona 

State Land Department is authorized by Arizona Revised Statute, § 37-331-03, to create 

conceptual land use plans for urban State Trust lands and other State Trust lands the 

Commissioner considers to be appropriate. The Commissioner determined that because of the 

interest in Superstition Vistas it would be appropriate to prepare a conceptual land use plan to 

capitalize on the work that had been previously completed, and to provide a cohesive plan for 

one of the largest contiguous areas of State Trust land with an important strategic location in the 

Sun Corridor.  

As part of its management responsibilities, the Arizona State Land Department strives to 

educate Arizona residents on the role of the Arizona State Land Department and how the 

Arizona State Land Department manages and disposes of Trust Lands. The following explains 

the history of State Trust land and briefly explains how it is managed. 

On February 24, 1863, by an Act of Congress, the Territory of Arizona was established.  The 

Congressional Act reserved Sections 16 and 36 of each township for the benefit of the common 

schools.  The State Enabling Act, passed June 20, 1910, allowed the Territory of Arizona to 

prepare for statehood.  In addition to the previously designated sections, the Enabling Act 

assigned Section 2 and 32 of each township to be held in Trust for the common schools.  The 

need of other public institutions were also considered by Congress, and through the Enabling 

Act, more than 2 million additional acres were allocated to be held in Trust for the benefit of the 

other beneficiaries. The Trust lands constitute approximately 13% of land ownership in Arizona. 

The State of Arizona contains an estimated 72.9 million acres, or approximately 113 thousand 

square miles, making it the 5th largest state in the United States.  

State Trust land is often misunderstood in terms of both its character and management.  Trust 

land is not public land.  Trust land is different from public land such as parks or National 

Forests, in that Trust lands are managed by the Arizona State Land Department to generate 

revenue for 14 specific beneficiaries.  The Arizona State Land Department accomplishes its 

mission through the sale and lease of Trust lands for grazing, agriculture, municipal, residential, 

commercial, mining, and open space purposes.   

In 1912, an act of the First Legislature created the three-member State Land Commission to 

serve as the temporary Land Department of the State. They were charged with assessing, 
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evaluating, and making recommendations about the land granted by Congress to the State for 

the Common Schools and other institutions. The Commission concluded that Arizona should not 

sell its Trust land outright, as some other states had done. Instead, it should put the lands to 

their "highest and best use”. The decision to sell or lease the land should be based upon the 

potential use of each parcel. 

Comprehensive Plan Amendment Request 
The requested Comprehensive Plan Amendment (see Exhibit C, Proposed Comprehensive 

Plan Amendment) includes the following: 

The existing Comprehensive Plan designates the northeast area of the Property as Major Open 
Space (or 1 du/ac). The designation on the Comprehensive Plan is a solid green color. Private 
landowners and State Land are provided ‘an economically viable designation in the 
comprehensive plan or zoning ordinance allowing at least one residential dwelling per acre’ by 
Arizona Revised Statute, ARS § 11-824. The Arizona State Land Departments position is that 
the solid green does not accurately reflect the statutory provision and gives a false impression 
to the public that this area is automatically open space without any action necessary. The 
requested amendment is to appropriately represent the land use as Residential/Open Space 
(1du/ac). This new designation is shown on the Comprehensive Land Use Plan as a yellow 
(indicating residential) and green (indicating open space) stripe pattern. 
 
In actuality the land use designation remains the same but provides more accurate information 
to the public and potential users.  
 
The Land Use Map and the Open Space and Trails Map (page 229) should be amended to 
reflect this change. 
 
This Amendment requests the definition for Major Open Space (page 90) be amended as 
follows: 
 
 Major Open Space indicates lands the County is interested in preserving for recreational 
purposes or for cultural or ecological reasons. Further study is necessary to determine the most 
appropriate configuration of open space and to develop a strategy for preserving it. Staff will 
work closely with owners of development projects to implement Regional Trail Corridors, wildlife 
and wash corridors as defined in future studies. The owners of development projects will have 
an opportunity to propose corridor widths that meet the intent of the Comprehensive Plan, while 
minimizing impacts on the proposed projects. 
 
The existing Comprehensive Plan designates the area in the southeast quadrant of the Property 
as Restricted Use Open Space, Very Low Density Residential (0-2du/ac) and Major Open 
Space (or 1 du/ac).  
The Restricted Use Open Space designation was used to indicate that property is currently 
used for military purposes. The land is currently under a State Land Use Permit (SLUP).  The 
SLUP is granted to the Florence Military Reservation Artillery Impact Area which includes 5,655 
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acres. The SLUP is a temporary instrument that can be cancelled by the Arizona State Land 
Department with 30-day notice. The current SLUP is being reduced in area with the user 
relinquishing the portion of the SLUP north of Cottonwood Canyon Road. 
 
It is the Arizona State Land Departments request that the property be amended to Moderate 

Low Density Residential (1-3.5du/ac) land use to reflect the future land use, rather than the 

current land use. This change brings the Comprehensive Plan into conformance with its 

purpose which is to designate future land use. 

When there is an application to purchase or lease this Trust land an environmental study will be 

required to determine if the site requires environmental cleanup due to the current military or 

other use.  

The southeast corner of the Property is designated as Major Open Space (or 1du/ac), (as stated 

above this may be misinterpreted by the public) and Very Low Density Residential (0-1du/ac). 

It is the Arizona State Land Departments request to provide Residential/Open Space (1du/ac) 

along the south boundary to provide a low density buffer adjacent to the Florence Military 

Reservation and to comply with the 1du/ac minimum density available to Trust land per State 

Statute. Moderate Low Density Residential (1-3.5du/ac) is requested on the remaining Property 

in the southeast corner.  

The area in the north portion of the southeast area, currently designated as Very Low Density 

Residential (0-1du/ac) is amended to Moderate Low Density Residential (1-3.5du/ac) consistent 

with land to the west of SR 79. 

The existing Comprehensive Plan indicates two ‘High Capacity Road (under study)’ alignments 

with a heavy black line. This amendment replaces the black lines with wide hollow arrows 

designated as ‘High Capacity Corridor – Under Study’. Two high capacity corridors are currently 

under study by the Arizona Department of Transportation (“ADOT”). The arrows indicate the 

corridors where the final alignments are expected to be designated, without being as specific as 

the black line designations. The final alignments are determined by an ADOT process that will 

take at least two years to complete. It is anticipated that the County would amend the 

Comprehensive Plan at a future date when alignments have been determined. 

The Arizona Department of Transportation is developing a Statewide Transportation Planning 

Framework that includes a rail development program. An Intercity Passenger Rail corridor 

between Tucson and Phoenix has been identified. The potential rail corridor identified in the 

2010 Statewide Rail Framework Study is several miles wide and includes the Superstition 

Vistas planning area. A potential alignment, defined as ‘Potential Passenger Rail Corridor’ is 

included in this amendment request. The graphic indicates arrows at each end as the corridor 

nears the border of Superstition Vistas to illustrate that the exact location has not been 
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determined. The final alignment will be determined after further study by ADOT and other state, 

regional and local agencies. It is appropriate to include an alignment at this time to alert future 

populations and development interests of the need to reserve right-of-way and to address land 

use decisions.  

The existing Comprehensive Plan includes four ‘High Intensity Activity Centers’. Each of the 

centers is located along high capacity transportation corridors and existing parkway/principal 

arterials. This amendment adds an additional High Intensity Activity Center in the south along 

SR79. It is proposed to serve the future population north of the Town of Florence. 

The existing Comprehensive Plan includes ‘Employment’ along the High Capacity Road east of 

Williams Gateway and for twelve miles along the Magma Arizona Railroad.  Research of 

comparable situations in Arizona indicates that the amount of ‘Employment’ along the Railroad 

is in excess of future demand and the configuration of that employment designation is not the 

most effective means of providing for a variety of employment uses. Additional studies need to 

be completed to determine the demand for rail access along the Magma Arizona Railroad. 

In the proposed amendment employment cores are dispersed to additional areas to provide a 

variety of choices for future employers to locate. Warehouse distribution and advanced 

manufacturing may choose to locate along the Magma Arizona Railroad where access to freight 

is available. Information technology, higher education and corporate offices may choose to 

locate along the Passenger Rail corridor with access to high speed transportation for employees 

and customers. Resorts, motion picture production and national research centers may choose 

to locate closer to the Superstition Mountains and high desert at the junction of US 60 and SR 

79. Medical Research, Pharmaceuticals and Telephone Call Centers may choose to locate 

closer to Mesa Gateway for access to ASU Polytechnic University, CG Community College and 

the Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport. It is important to the success of Superstition Vistas and the 

job to population ratio in Pinal County that location opportunities for all types of industry are 

available. 

Privately help property within the Superstition Vistas boundary is not amended by this request.  

Consistency with Pinal County’s Vision Components 

Sense of Community 

The proposal is consistent with the Sense of Community vision component: Superstition Vistas 

is envisioned as a collection of communities that will offer residents a choice of living styles; 

communities where residents can live, work, play, and be educated. Planned activity centers will 

provide places for residents to gather for social, cultural, and educational experiences.  
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Mobility and Connectivity 

The proposal is consistent with the Mobility and Connectivity vision component: the 

Superstition Vistas Conceptual Land Use Plan includes future High Capacity Corridors which 

are currently under study by ADOT. These are designed to move people and goods throughout 

the county and state. A north south high capacity corridor is proposed to connect US 60 with I-

10 near Eloy. An east west high capacity corridor is included to connect the Williams Gateway 

area with US 60 and the north south corridor. A future passenger rail corridor is proposed to 

provide for high speed commuter rail service between Tucson and Phoenix and local rail service 

within Superstition Vistas. 

The high capacity roadway corridors included on the Comprehensive Plan Amendment fall 

within the ADOT proposed study areas. More study is necessary to determine exactly what 

facilities are required and what the preferred alignment of those corridors will be. This 

amendment is just one step in the process that will be completed in the next couple of years.  

Economic Sustainability 

The proposal is consistent with the Economic Sustainability vision component: Superstition 

Vistas Comprehensive Plan Amendment includes five activity centers. The centers are located 

along high capacity corridors, highways and the future passenger rail corridor. The activity 

centers will provide residents with services, businesses and employment opportunities.  Several 

employment cores are also included in the plan. The employment cores are dispersed 

throughout Superstition Vistas to provide a variety of choices for future employers to locate. 

Industry can locate along the Magma Arizona Railroad, high tech employers can locate along 

the high capacity corridors and the commuter rail. Including a variety of locations for 

employment provides opportunity for residents to live close to where they work.  A full range of 

employment opportunities is anticipated and will allow residents to live in Superstition Vistas as 

their careers change and advance. 

Open Spaces and Places 

The proposal is consistent with the Open Spaces and Places vision component: Superstition 

Vistas Conceptual Plan includes two trail corridors that are part of the Pinal County Open Space 

and Trails Master Plan, adopted in 2007. An adopted County Trail is designated along the 

Central Arizona Project (CAP) canal alignment. The Bureau of Reclamation is committed to 

maintaining a 20-foot wide recreation corridor on the downstream side of the canal. The intent of 

the CAP is to include a 10-foot wide, paved, non-motorized path. A multi-use trail, to be 

maintained by Pinal County, is designated along the Queen Creek Wash corridor. Trails 

providing interconnectivity between activity centers, neighborhoods, schools, parks and other 

trails will be designated in the future during more detailed planning stages. 

Habitat corridors have not been studied in the Superstition Vistas area and are not shown on 

the Comprehensive Plan Amendment. It is expected that as future studies are completed the 
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results will be taken into consideration in development planning. Areas where habitat corridors 

may be identified as a result of future studies include the Queen Creek Wash and the foothills of 

the Superstition Mountains. 

Environmental Stewardship 

The proposal is consistent with the Environmental Stewardship vision component: 

Superstition Vistas’ future development will value the views of the mountains, the open vistas 

and the stars at night through development design. Future development will adhere to the Pinal 

County Dark Sky Ordinance to protect star gazing. 

 Water conservation measures will be critical to assure long term water availability. Superstition 

Vistas’ development will consider the capture and reuse of storm water, harvesting rainwater, 

use of reclaimed water and sources not yet developed as potential sources of water. Water 

conservation may be achieved with the use of water conserving fixtures, low water use 

landscape, water harvesting, greywater recycling, the use of effluent for landscape irrigation and 

the recharge of effluent and rainwater.  

Green building development to conserve energy and natural resources will be considered in 

development proposals and the use of renewable and alternative energy sources explored. 

Healthy, Happy Residents 

The proposal is consistent with the Healthy, Happy Residents vision component: Superstition 

Vistas will encourage quality healthcare facilities to locate within Superstition Vistas by providing 

a variety of activity centers and a diverse population to serve. Healthy lifestyle choices will be 

encouraged through the design of streets, trails, parks and open space connectivity with activity 

centers and employment locations and by locating jobs close to residential neighborhoods. 

Mixed use centers will allow people to live and work within close proximity. 

Quality Educational Opportunities 

The proposal is consistent with the Quality Educational Opportunities vision component: 

Superstition Vistas is not at the level of development whereby schools are located or defined. It 

is the goal, however, that a range of educational opportunities be provided to future residents.  

Pre k-12 programs, technical and specialized workforce training and secondary educational 

opportunities are anticipated. 

 ASU Polytechnic University and the Chandler-Gilbert Community College Williams Campus 

may serve Superstition Vistas residents. Central Arizona Community College is expected to 

expand services in northeastern Pinal County, at both the San Tan Center and the Superstition 

Mountain campus in Apache Junction. 
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Consistency with the Plan’s Key Concepts illustrated on Land Use, Economic, 

and Circulation Graphics 
 

Consistency with the Land Use Designations shown on the graphics 

The purpose of the requested Comprehensive Plan Amendment is to amend land uses in select 

areas of Superstition Vistas and amend the definition of Major Open Space to more accurately 

represent the designation. 

The area in the northeast is amended from Major Open Space (or 1du/ac) to Residential/Major 

Open Space (1 du/ac). This amendment will establish an underlying residential land use for 

Trust land. 

As discussed in the Introduction, the Arizona State land Department is charged with managing 

Trust land and disposing of property in the best interest of the Trust. The Major Open Space 

land use designation is misleading to the public and potential users. 

The area in the southeast is amended from Restricted Use Open Space, Very Low Density 

Residential (0-1du/ac) and Major Open Space (or 1 du/ac) to Moderate Low Density Residential 

(1-3.5 du/ac) and Residential/Open Space 1 du/ac. A portion of this area is currently in use by 

the Arizona Army National Guard Florence Military Reservation under a Special Land Use 

Permit (SLUP).  A SLUP is a permit granted by the Arizona State Land Department for 

temporary use of the Trust land. A SLUP does not give a permitee a leasehold interest in the 

land, and therefore, can be unilaterally revoked by the State Land Commissioner. A SLUP does 

not allow the placement of permanent improvements on Trust land. The military is currently in 

the process of reducing the size of the training area, with Cottonwood Canyon Road as the most 

northern boundary.  A Phase I environmental assessment was completed for the area north of 

Cottonwood Canyon Road, previously used by the military, and no issues were identified. 

Environmental studies will be required in the training areas prior to development to determine if 

environmental issues exist. If determined necessary, mitigation will be required. 

The Very Low Residential and Major Open Space designations for most of the training area are 

amended to Moderate Low Density Residential (1-3.5du/ac). This land use, as in other sections 

of Superstition Vistas, is not intended to be a uniform single-use district. Instead it utilizes the 

mixed use concepts outlined in the Pinal County Comprehensive Plan Chapter 3 (page 62) 

Alternative Land Uses-Moderate Low Density Residential Guidelines, resulting in the 

sustainable development desired. 

The southern boundary of the Project is designated as Residential/Open Space (1du/ac) to 

provide a low density buffer adjacent to the Florence Military Reservation. 
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Consistency with the Mixed Use Activity Center Concept 

The existing Comprehensive Plan identifies four High Intensity Mixed Use Activity Centers. The 

proposed amendment includes five High Intensity Mixed Use Activity Centers. The Central 

Vistas Activity Center has been moved east to the intersection of State Route (SR) 79 and El 

Camino Viejo Road, which may also be the terminus of the US 60 bypass, pending the outcome 

of ADOTs’ final alignment. A new High Intensity Activity Center has been located in the southern 

area of Superstition Vistas on SR79 to serve future development in that area of Superstition 

Vistas. It is anticipated that the SR 79 Activity Center will include medium and high density 

residential components, various employment types, regional shopping, medical facilities and a 

community college 

All of the Activity Centers are located near future or existing major roadway and passenger rail 

corridors. It is anticipated that as final alignments for the corridors are determined by ADOT, the 

Federal Highway Administration and Pinal County that the Activity Centers will shift with the 

alignments. 

Consistency with the Planning Guidelines described in the Land Use element 

The Planning Guidelines described in the Land Use element are intended to address a more 

detailed level of planning rather than a Comprehensive Plan Amendment. The development of 

Superstition Vistas is proposed to be consistent with the following guidelines: 

Urban Form Planning Guidelines (P121) 

� Encourages a mixture of land use, densities, and intensities at an appropriate scale. 

� Incorporates buffers or transitions where needed to encourage compatibility with 

surrounding land uses. 

� Encourages a wide variety of housing types, sizes, designs, and densities in an 

appropriate and complimentary fashion within neighborhoods and urban centers. 

� Discourages incompatible land uses or intensities of development that are not 

compatible with surrounding uses. 

� Supports the development of high intensity mixed use activity centers that support a 

pedestrian-oriented urban environment, supports alternative vehicles and promotes 

transit-oriented development. 

� Mixed use activity centers, employment, and residential areas are designed to be linked 

through inter-and intra-multimodal transportation corridors. 

� The integration of public facilities and civic spaces within the Growth Area shall be 

encouraged. 
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� Higher density housing shall be located near commercial centers, job centers, and along 

multimodal corridors. 

� Concentrates urban mixed use development in compact centers or districts. 

� Incorporates transit oriented design features. 

� Locate compatible land uses and buffers along major transportation corridors ( US 60, 

SR 79, SR24, future High capacity corridors, the railroad, commuter rail), and protect 

the viability of these as economic development opportunities. 

Environmental Planning Guidelines 

� Integrate the natural environment with the built. 

� Utilize a comprehensive approach to environmental planning within Superstition Vistas. 

� Encourage development in areas where impacts can be mitigated or in less sensitive 

land areas to minimize impact to the development. 

� Conserve the environmentally-sensitive land areas through innovative site planning or 

preservation as open space. 

� Develop a comprehensive network of trails, open space, parks, and recreational facilities 

and amenities that connects to a regional system. 

� Preserve wildlife corridors and prevent excessive habitat fragmentation. 

Energy Efficiency Planning Guidelines 

� Seek to reduce vehicle mile of travel (VMT). 

� Align streets to encourage energy efficiency. 

� Orient buildings and encourage energy efficient site design. 

Transportation Planning Guidelines 

� Include a full range of multimodal transportation options that include pedestrian, bicycle, 

equestrian, rail and motorized transportation facilities to provide local and regional 

connectivity. 

� Promote walkable built environments with safe, comfortable and convenient pedestrian-

oriented facilities within the core areas. 
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� Incorporate a range of multimodal transportation options supported by appropriate land 

uses. 

Economic Sustainability Planning Guidelines 

� Encourage employment generating land uses that create high quality jobs. 

� Superstition Vistas should be an important contributor to the county’s jobs to population 

ratio. 

Quality Employment Opportunities County-wide 

Superstition Vistas is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan’s goal to increase the number of 

opportunities to locate quality jobs County-wide in order to increase the jobs-to-population ratio. 

The Superstition Vistas’ Comprehensive Plan Amendment proposes to distribute employment 

throughout Superstition Vistas to provide opportunities for various types of employers. It is 

important to note that the total acreage of proposed Employment is equal to or greater than that 

of the existing Comprehensive Plan. 

Superstition Vistas is consistent with the Economic Development Element which strives to 

balance residential growth with job creation. Dispersed employment land use and Activity 

Centers provide opportunity for substantial job growth within the Property. The future 

development of high capacity transportation corridors and passenger rail service provide 

opportunities for companies to locate with Superstition Vistas by providing access to the 

western and southern United States. 

Superstition Vistas addresses the Economic Development Vision embodied in the 

Comprehensive Plan which is to achieve long-term economic viability with the creation of quality 

jobs, thus allowing residents to live and work within the same community and advance their 

careers in Pinal County. The Superstition Vistas Conceptual Plan supports the same vision and 

goals.  

Viable Agriculture, Equestrian and Rural Lifestyle 

Superstition Vistas supports an equestrian and rural lifestyle by allowing cluster development to 

protect open space and a rural lifestyle. Large areas are designated as Residential/Open Space 

1du/ac providing an opportunity for a rural and equestrian lifestyle, while acknowledging the 

foothills of the Superstition Mountains. The size of Superstition Vistas allows for a wide range of 

diverse development from very high to very low densities. 

Historically, very little of Superstition Vistas has been used for agriculture, however the majority 

of land has been leased for grazing. It is anticipated that grazing will continue within the 

Property for many years in the future, as development is expected to occur over the next 100 

years or more.  
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System of Connected Trails and Preservation of Open Space 

Superstition Vistas is committed to the provision of open space and the development of a 

connected system of trails. Superstition Vistas includes two trail corridors that are part of the 

Pinal County Open Space and Trails Master Plan, adopted in 2007. An adopted County Trail is 

designated along the CAP canal alignment. The Bureau of Reclamation is committed to 

maintaining a 20-foot wide recreation corridor on the downstream side of the canal. The intent of 

the CAP is to include a 10-foot wide, paved, non-motorized path. A multi-use trail, to be 

maintained by Pinal County, is designated along the Queen Creek Wash corridor. Trails 

providing interconnectivity between activity centers, neighborhoods, schools, parks and other 

trails will be designated in the future during more detailed planning stages. 

Habitat corridors have not been studied in the Superstition Vistas area and are not shown on 

the Comprehensive Plan Amendment. It is expected that as studies are completed in the future 

the results will be taken into consideration in development planning. Areas where habitat 

corridors may be identified as a result of future studies include the Queen Creek Wash and the 

foothills of the Superstition Mountains. 

Natural and Cultural Resource Conservation 

The Comprehensive Plan strives to protect natural/cultural resources, wildlife corridors and 

environmentally-sensitive areas such as mountains and foothills, major washes, and vistas. 

Superstition Vistas includes major washes, mountains, foothills, vistas and potentially wildlife 

corridors that have not yet been studied. As a part of the Comprehensive Plan, future 

development planning will be consistent with the goals and policies of the Plan. Major washes, 

foothills, vistas and habitat are what make the Property special and create value for future 

disposition.  The ability to cluster development will facilitate the preservation of open space and 

environmentally sensitive areas. 

Water Resources, Public Facilities/Services, and Infrastructure Support 

All development must bring adequate water resources and the necessary infrastructure to 

support the intensity of development. Prior to development in Superstition Vistas, adequate 

public facilities will be planned and developed to serve anticipated development. High capacity 

transportation corridors are included on the Comprehensive Plan Amendment as well as a 

commuter rail corridor. 

Water is a critical component for the success of Superstition Vistas’ future development. 

Superstition Vistas is included in the Phoenix and Pinal AMA’s and any development within 

Superstition Vistas will require conformance with the goals and regulations of the Arizona 

Groundwater Code and the AMA’s Management Plans. 

Developers will be required to demonstrate an assured water supply that will be physically, 

legally, and continuously available for the next 100 years before the developer can record plats 
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or sell parcels. The Arizona Department of Real Estate will not issue a public report, which 

allows the developer to sell lots, without a demonstration of an assured water supply. The 

developer can prove a 100 year supply by satisfying the requirements to obtain a Certificate of 

Assured Water Supply or by a written commitment of service from a provider with a Designation 

of Assured Water Supply. 

Conclusion 

This Comprehensive Plan Amendment is the culmination of several years of study, analysis and 

visioning for the Superstition Vistas area under the leadership of the Superstition Vistas 

Steering Committee, which included Pinal County, surrounding jurisdictions and several 

stakeholders. This Amendment is the next step in a planning process that is expected to 

continue for many years. This amendment is consistent with the Conceptual Land Use Plan 

prepared by the Arizona State Land Department, the guiding document for future growth in 

north central Pinal County. As ongoing studies are completed, including high capacity 

transportation corridors and high speed rail, it is anticipated that the Comprehensive Plan will be 

further refined and amended. 
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